








2023). 

 

The Norwegian Army War College has analysed contemporary theories due to 

distinct interpretations of COG’s identification, utility and application

 

(Meyer, 2022). 

Six contemporary theorists were shortlisted which have made an impact on US Joint 

Doctrine over the years whereas two have been interviewed during the course of this 

research:

 

a.

 

Colonel John A. Warden proposed the ‘Five-Ring’ Model during planning 

phase for the air campaign of Operation Desert Storm. Warden conceptualized 

COGs as key points for targeting to induce “strategic paralysis” and he posited 

that his model is universally applicable across all types of conflicts (except 

when a whole population is engaged) (Chun, 2010). 

 

b.

 
Dr.

 
Joe Strange and Col Richard Iron devised a theory which integrated a 

structured approach to analysing and identifying COGs. The theory was derived 

from Clausewitzian concept to suit modern conflicts and its interconnectedness. 

It defines COGs as entities crucial to friend and adversary's strength, power, and 

resistance. The CG-CC-CR-CV construct, distinguishes between physical and 

moral COGs, focusing on Critical Capabilities (CC), Critical Requirements 

(CR) and Critical Vulnerabilities (CV) to determine strategic and operational 

targets through an indirect approach. The utility of COG at the operational level 

is through identifying decisive points and exploiting vulnerabilities to degrade 

or neutralize COG’s effectiveness. Strange and Iron described COG

 

to be 

dynamic, and based its identification upon own and enemy’s objectives 

(Strange, 1960). 

 
c.

 

Dr.

 

Antulio J. Echevarria points out how contemporary interpretations deviate 

from original Clausewitzian scientific and philosophical conceptual basis of 

COG, how the COG is only applicable at the strategic level as a focal point 

where all forces converge, and how the concept is crucial for achieving total 

collapse of the enemy only in wars aimed at outright victory.

 

However, he 

acknowledges that COG’s applicability can vary depending on the nature and 

character of the conflict, and that these focal points

 

create balance and unity, 
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