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EU betraying
its proclaimed
principles

ESPONDING to the European
RCommission's reported exploration

of ways to force EU member states to
phase out Huawei and ZTE from EU tele-
com networks, China has urged the
European Union to provide a fair, transpar-
ent and nondiscriminatory business envi-
ronment for Chinese companies, and to
avoid harming the confidence of these com-
panies in their investment in Europe.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said
in Beijing on Tuesday that limiting or banning
companies’ access to the market through
administrative without any legal
grounds or factual basis severely violates mar-
ket principles and the rules of fair competition.
As he pointed out, turning trade into security
and political issues hinders technological
progress and economic growth, and "will do
no one any good".

Experience has demonstrated that the
removal of Chinese telecom companies'
secure and qual equipment not only
impedes countries' domestic technological
development, but also results in heavy finan-
cial losses.

Chinese companies have been doing busi-
ness in Europe in accordance with the law,
providing quality products and services to the
European people, and making contrlbunonﬂ to

NDIAN Godi Medi
Ioﬂen dedicates signifi-

cant airtime to discus-
sions about Field Marshal
Munir. These programs,

frequently characterized
by a tone of alarm and
urgency, suggest a_real
sense of unease in India

ship. The sheer frequency
and emotional intensity of
mentions in debates reveal
the deep psychological
effect he has had on Indian
strategic perspectives.

Panelists on these shows-
usually former military offi-
cials, intelligence experts,
and defense analysts-consis-
tently emphasize how Munir
differs from his predeces-
sors. Unlike earlier Pakistani
army chiefs who operated
within more predictable lim-
its, Munir is seen as
embodying a new, more
assertive, and strategically
unpredictable style of mili-
tary leadership. His disci-
plined silence, operational
rigor, and avoidance of
media theatrics add to the
mystique surrounding him,

de P and

local  socioeconomic
employment.

Restricting market access for Chinese com-
panies without solid legal or factual justifica-
tion not only contravenes market principles,
but also risks undermining the very foundation
of fair competition that the EU prides itself on.

The EU always claims that it remains com-
mitted to free and fair trade, because one out
of every seven jobs in the EU depends on trade
with the outside world. And it claims it main-
tains an equal playing field for all companies
and products, insisting it favors openness and
rejects protectionism. Yet what the EU has
done recently concerning Chinese companies
belies its claims and serves only as an example
of hypocrisy.

According to reports, the European
Commission has singled out Huawei and ZTE

s "high-risk" vendors and is planning to make
it legally binding for EU member states to
phase out equipment from the Chinese compa-
nies from telecommunications networks in
Europe, on the spurious grounds that they pose
national security threats. These allegations are
unsubstantiated. In fact, the Chinese compa-
nies in Europe have always complied with EU
regulations and endured over-zealous scrutiny
that hampers normal business operations.

By adopting shortsighted trade and technol-
ogy policies that antagonize its major trading
partner, the EU is harming the interests of
Chinese enterprises in a misguided attempt to
align the EU with the "de-risk" strategy ped-
dled by some anti-China politicians, which
harms its own interests.

Besides, dismantling existing telecommuni-
cations lities related to Huawei and ZTE
and replacing them with European-made
equipment will incur substantial economic and
customer-related costs. For instance, Germany
alone faces an estimated cost of 2.7 billion
euros ($3.12 billion) to remove Huawei equip- | pt
ment from its telecom sites, with Deutsche
Telekom projected to spend 1.2 billion euros.
Belgium and the Netherlands, which rely
heavily on Huawei for 4G and 5G networks,

face similarly steep transition costs. The lack

within Indian media circles.

Abdul Basit Alvi

and vision. This perception
has fueled a narrative within
Indian media portraying him
as a "dangerous” figure-not
because of reckless ageres-
sion, but due to_his disci-

plined, methodical. and
sccnun"ly uncompronising
apy His ability to

opcnuc discreetly, without
seeking public attention,
only heightens the unease.
These televised debates
reveal more than just sur-
face-level political opinions
they uncover a deeper strate-
gic worry about how Field
Marshal Munir is reshaping
Pakistan's military doctrine
and geopolitical ‘stance in
ways that challenge India's
regional calculations. The
frcqu«.nl descriptions of him
as “different” or “unlike any
ect a reluc-
tant dcknnv\lf:dgmem of his
rising influence and the shift
he embodies within
Pakistan's power structure.
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir stands as a potent
symbol  of  Pakistan's
resilience,  strength, and
resolve o protect its sover-
cigniy. His distinguished

Indian commentators note
that Munir's approach is
marked by greater ideologi-
cal commitment and strate-
gic sophistication compared
to former Pakistani military
leaders. They highlight his
control over intelligence net-
works, influence within
Pakistan's political system,
and focus on hybrid warfare-
a strategy blending conven-
tional and un

the
of Bunyan Marsoos

sweeping reforms
across the military and intel-
ligence sectors-marks him as
a visionary leader who has
significant

unwavering patriotism,
strategic  brilliance, and
steadfast integrity-qualities
that will endure as Pakistan
faces fmu.e ch;\llenges

Field Marshal
Phobm" evident in Tndian
Godi Media provides a
revealing glimpse into the
psychological and strategic
dynamics that shape media
narratives across the border.
The mlemlm almost obses-
e of Pdedrn

n

those known for their hyper-
nationalistic ~ tone-signals
anxiety that transcends rou-
tine media critique or politi-
cal debate. It manifests as a
collective unease, an unspo-
ken but palpable apprehen-
sion about his expanding
influence, strategic prowess,
and his role in defining
Pakistan's regional posture.
This fixation becomes
even more striking when
considering the tone and
demeanor of anchors, pan-
elists, and  self-styled
defense experts on these
programs. Their expressions
often shift between frustra-
tion, sarcasm, and overt fea
mongering. The repeated u:
of terms like "dangerous.”
unprcdlcl.lblc " and "shad-
owy figure” to describe
Munir underscores the pro-
und

Field Marshal phobia in Godi Media

leader whose mere presence

is enough to unsettle its chicf | Pal

regional rival. This pride is
ot born of blind national-
ism, but from the affirmation
of strength. When your
adversary’s media is saturat-
ed with discussions about
your leader's capabilities,
strategic acumen. and the
challenges he poses, it rein-

forces a national narrative of | i

resurgence and confidence.

Moreover, the fear appar-
ent in Indian discourse also
serves as a psychological
victory for Pakistan. In
South” Asian geopolitics,
symbolism carries  great
weight. The image of a calm,
focused, and tactically bril-

ECENT  Indian
political ~ rhetoric
and military's pos-

ture suggest an unsettling
convergence  between
electoral imperatives and
strategic  signaling  to
coerce Pakistan while

Ra]nat
would take the Iead inany
future and

Déja Vu: The
specter of A
false flag
operation

Ehsan Ahmed Khan

usual spinning of web
blaming Pakistan being

behind the hand behind.
Such events contribute
o a narrative-building
strategy which entails a
familiar pattern of generat-
ing publ\c oulmge on ahap-
gn blame wwlt—

rative and cultivate a polm-
cal climate of fear nnd uom-

“road fo Karachi passes

cal rhetoric was unam-
biguously provocative as
well politically vile. These
statements do not repre-
sent simple political chest
thumping. Made in quick
succession, they collec-
tively signal a vivid will-
ngness to use the mar-
ime domain for both

strategic and symbolic
purposes. The timing of
arriving

this rhetoric,
short of Bi

tives are again being har-
nessed fo energize  elec-

pulsive
tary instrument. lhe plny-
book has been repeated so
frequently that India’s secu-
rity signaling serves exter-
nalizing domestic politics
1o leverage electoral gains.
However, this tendency of
fusing military posturing
with political mobilization
has eroded professional
boundaries within Indian
armed forces vindicating its
Saffronisation, a grave
threat to regional peace.

Tn case of Arabian Sea
especially the Sir Creek
sectors the operational
environment is complex
and subjected 1o many
exploitable factors. The
Creeks geography is char-
acterized by shallow and
muddy sea with cross cut-

liant military
occupying a prominent place
in the enemy's imagination
boosts morale and strength-
ens national unity. It reas-
sures ordinary Pakistanis
that their security is entrust-
ed to someone who com-
mands authority at home and
respect-even if rooted in
fear-beyond the country's
borders.

The Field Marshal's low
public profile, preference for
strategic silence over media
spectacle, and emphasis on
operational efficiency rather
than rhetorical flourish only
deepen the mystique fueling
this phobia. Godi Media's
inability to anticipate his
next moves their endless

Pakistan’s "defense land-

Godi Media clearly reveals
the discomfort and fear a fig-
ure of Munir's stature

tactics o gain  strategic
advantages. These qualities
are frequently portrayed as
direct challenges to Indian
strategic goals, especially in
contested areas and the
wider South Asian sccurity
environment.

The perceived threat is
further amplified by the
repeated notion that Munir is
not merely a military com-
mander but a long-term
strategist shaping Pakistan's
regional  posture  with
unprecedented  coherence

inspires among

Rather than diminishing
his legacy, this fear under-
scores the considerable
respect and influence he
commands  both  within
Pakistan and across the
broader South Asian geopo-
litical arena. His leadership
continues to inspire confi-
dence and unity among
Pakistanis, serving as a bea-

con of hope and stability ina medi

region frequently fraught
with tension and conflict.
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir's legacy is one of

impact
hc has had on Indian main-
stream media-and, by exter
sion, certain segments of the
Tndian public. These debates
are often charged with emo-
tion, driven less by objective
analysis than by concern
over Pakistan's growing
strategic coherence and mil-
itary confidence under his
command.

For the Pakistani public,
this situation is a source of
immense pride and reassur-
ance.

In a region where percep-
tion can be as influential
reality, the fact that Indian

i is so unsettled by one
individual speaks volumes.

It sends a powerful
domestic  message-that
Pakistan now has a military

out his plans.
and. their visible imitation
with his influence all high-
light a leader who has suc-
cassfully unsettled the tradi-
tional balance of regional

ower.

‘What we sce unfolding in
Indian media is not merely

£

political commentary-it is an =
History offers sobering parallels. In January 2015, the
Guard claimed to have intercepted a
Pakistani fishing boat carrying arms and explosives
off the coast of Gujarat. The ves:
which India attributed to Pakistani "terroris
However, the narrative collapsed when Indian Coast
publicly contradicted the

emotional and  strategic
response 10 a leader who has
changed the game.

inis,  witness-
ing their adversary's media
visibly unsettled by their
military chief is not just grat-
ifying: it is «|ccply validat-
ing. s that their
Field MAr\h.Al is not only a
national figure but a regional
force whose presence res-
onates far beyond the bor-
ders he is sworn to defend.

g

AKISTAN'S
PCOHS..n.t..,.. as
meant to be a living
covenant

citizens that power will
always answer to the peo-
ple. Yet, time and again,
our political history has
rewritten that promise to
protect  the
instead of empowering the
public. The recently pro-
posed 27th Constitutional
Amendment is the latest
and perhaps most striking
example of this painful

promise a
leween the state and its r

powerful of

between the Rafiul Haq Does it
military and educe
government blurs.  inflaton, create jobs, or pro-

Additionally, such a change
s turning a_rotational
po\llmn into a lifelong seat
of por

Meanw]ule, the amend-
ment also proposes lifetime
immunity for the President

Pakistan - shielding the
office from any criminal
proceedings even after the
term ends. Despite being
presented as a measure for
“institutional stability," this
clause sends a disturbing

of a unified EU
exacerbates the strain.

The latest EU move flies in the face of the
commitment it has made to deepen China-EU
relations, manage differences in a constructive
manner and achieve more positive outcomes
in bilateral cooperation.

China's policy toward the EU has always
been consistent and clear. The country views
the EU as a partner and seeks to develop
China-EU relations from a strategic and long-
term perspective. The current challenges fac-
ing the EU do not come from China, and there
are no fundamental conflicts of interest or
geopolitical contradictions between the two
sides.

Hopefully, Brussels will not let the mutual-
ly beneficial China-EU relations be hijacked
by some politicians’ misjudgment, and work to
ensure that the EU remains open to Chinese
trade and investment. It should promote bal-
anced, reciprocal and mutually beneficial
cooperation instead of adopting restrictive and
protectionist measures.

Important Notice

The Frontier Post will not be responsible for the|
comments in the articles and letters. The,
Frontier Post requests the writers of articles|
and letters to please make sure that they write|
Ihelr emall addresses and mention the names of

ies, towns, districts or tehsil of thei
resldences at the bottom of their amcles and
letters.

anecessary reform - one that

will"streamline  gover-
nance” and "strengthen
national  defense.”  But

behind this reassuring lan-
guage lies a troubling reality.
The proposed changes seem
less about improving the
system and more about
securing llfenmc privileges,

unchecked

pattern. message: some. individuals
At first_ glance. the are above the law.
ion framework is being sold as lready frag-

al
ile in Pakistan's political cul-
ture, would weaken further.
When those at the top are
immune to  justice, it
becomes almost impossible
1o expect faimess for the
ordinary citizen. Moreover,
such immunity not only pro-
tects the individual: it pro-
tects a system that hrives on

authority for Pakistans ul-
ing and security elites.

nder the  propose
the Chief of

power.
The amendment goes
even further by sceking (o
create @ new “Federal

itutional Court.” which

a

Army Staff would be clevat-
ed toafive-star rank - "Chic
of Defense Forces" - effec-
tively becoming a Field
Marshal who would preside
over all branches of the mil-
itary. Moreover, this new
position would carry life-
time privileges, tilles, and
powers. In simple terms. it
grants constitutional perma-
nence to a military office
that was never meant to exist
beyond its tenure. In this
context, supporters claim
this move would bring
"unity of command” and
“strategic erence.”
However, history shows that
when  one  institution
becomes too_powerful, bal-
ance is lost. Civilian author-
ity - the foundation of
democracy - becomes mere-

ly symbolic, and the line

ief the Suy

would limit the powers of
upreme Court - espe-
cially its ability to take up
cases of public interest
through Suo motu action.
This chdngc again framed
as “judicial restructuring.”
tisks silencing one of the
few institutions that occa-
sionally dares to question
authority. Pakistan's judici-
ary is far from perfect, but it
has often stood as the last
forum where ordinary citi-
zens could challenge power.
‘Weakening it means closing
that door a little more - not
for the powerful, but for the
powerless.

‘Where is the Public?

Lost in this debate is the
simple question: What does
the 27th Amendment offer to
the people? Does it make
education more accessible?

vide safety for those strug-
gling to make ends meet?
Sadly, it does none of these.
While the economy stum-
bles and families face
unbearable costs of living.
the stale's attention seems
fixed on securing privileg
for those already protected.
Moreover, this obsession
with institutional self-preser-
vation  keeps  Pakistan
trapped in a cycle where
every amendment strength-
ens clites while public wel-
fare remains an afterthought.

As we have seen this
story before. The 8th
Amendment under General
Zia-ul-Hagq legitimized mar-
tial law. The 17th unde
General Musharraf consoli-
dated military authority in
civilian disguise. Even the
215t Amendment, though
justificd by national tragedy,
wave military courts prece-
dence over civilian justice.
Now, decades later, the 27th
Amendment  threatens (o
repeat the same script - only
with more permanence and
less pretense. Each time, the
argument is the same: stabil-
ity. security, national inter-
est. But stability built on
inequality is fragile, and
national interest cannot be
defined by those who stand
above the nation itself.

The tragedy of Pakistan's
constitutional evolution is
not only in legal text but in
human consequence.
Whenever power is concen-
trated, accountability tends
to disappear. And whenever
accountability - disappears.
public disillusionment deep-

g

.
People lose faith not just
n governments but in the
very idea that the system can
change their lives for the
Meanwhile, those
who speak for reform, trans-
parency, or civilian control

27th Amendment: Power
for the few, silence for the many

are labelled "idealists" or
"troublemakers." Yet, histo-
ry shows that nations only
progress when the ideals of
equality., justice, and respon-
bility are protected - not
when they are replaced by
Toyalty, privilege, and fear,

A Constitution for All,
Not the Few

The Constitution should
be a mirror of the people’s
aspirations, not a shield for
the powerful. It should limit
authority. not sanctify it. The
proposed 27th Amendment,
however, risks converting
Pakistan’s supreme law into
a fortress of privilege - one
where the generals and pres-
idents are untouchable, and
the public remains unheard.
Furthermore, true reform in
Pukistan will never come
from more fitles, ranks, or
immunities. It will come
from restoring faith - faith
that justice applies equally,
that “institutions serve ¢
zens, and that power remains
accountable to the people
‘who grant it.

In' this regard, the ques-
tion is simple: do we want a
constitution that protects the
people, or one that protects
those in power

The 27th Amendment
forces us to confront that
choice. And if history has
taught us anything, it is that
every time we choose power
over people, the cost is paid
not in law books - but in the
everyday struggles of ordi-

ary Pakista

s

Political Analyst

militarized

From Pakmans vantage
point, three ci
ments fuse here. First, pub-
lic signals of intent through
repeated threatening state-
ments and an announced
aggressive maritime pos-
ture. Second, a demonstra-
tion of capability in the
form of Tri-services exer-
cise TSE-2025 (Trishul)
being conducted  across
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and
adjoining  Arabian  Seca.
From a regional security
standpoint, this exercise
has dual implications. It
demonstrates  capability
and operational readiness,
while on the other, it nor-
malizes escalation-oriented
postures blurring distinc-
tion between deterrence
and provocation. When
paired with a politically
charged  rhetoric,  sucl
maneuvers risk being per-
ceived as preparation for a

Indian Coast

(,Ildl"d DI(. B.K. Losh:

prslsxlud] npsmuon Third,

allah Pakistani
mhmnnn mmup
sea by Pakistan maritime
law enforcement while he
was said to be coerced into
executing anti-state  and
espionage-related activities
in Pakistan by Indian intel-
ligence agencies. Arrest of
an asset provides evidence
of attribution preparation
using uniforms, name-tags,
SIM cards, local currency
ete. These elements furnish
Indian narrative with
ntent, a demon-

S

"8 8

History offers sobering
parallels.”In January 2015,
the Indian Coast Guard
claimed to have intercepled
a Pakistani fishing boat
rying arms and explosives
off the coast of Gujarat.
The vessel was destroyed
which India mnbmcd to
Pakistani “terrorists."
However, the narrative col-
lapsed when Indian Coast
Guard DIG B.K. Loshali
publicly contradicted the
official account, admitting
that he had ordered the boat
to be "blown up." The reve-
lation forced his resigna-
tion and exposed the
fragility of India's official
narrative. Similar patterns
have emerged since 2016
Uri attack and the 2019
Pulwama-Balakot episode.
Both saw premature attri-
bution and politicization
before independent verif
cation. Even tragic inci
dents such as the killing of
tourists in Pahalgam, where
perpetrators were neither
identified nor publicly
named. In a similar contexi,
the arrest of social media
influencer Jyoti Malhotra
in mid-2025. accused of
passing "sensitive informa-
tion” 10 a supposed foreign
handler. Alas, the scrim
doesn't en
Immediately after the Dehh
Red  F blast o
November 10th, the comi-
cal duo of G D Bakhsi and
Armnab  Goswami, within

-

and can be reached at rafi-
hagqani717@gmail.com

minutes after the incident
once again initiated the

ance premium impl
nl'

at the

ting and interlinking
creeks, fas small
craft, civilian maritime traf-

fic, limited radar coverage,
dense mangrove forests and
a paucity of impartial
observers. That ambiguity
‘makes engineered incidents
especially  dangerous,
forensic verification diffi-
cult and provide fertile
ground for a perfect plausi-
bly deniable operation. For
Pakistan, Indian rhetoric
accentuate sccurity con-
cerns. It signals maritime
operations that were previ-
ously considered peripheral
are now central, and that
littoral and creek zones
constitute potential theatres
for future action. Should a
false-flag  event  occur
under the guise of an
alleged Pakistani aggres-
sion, the immediate con:
quences could include,
rapid escalation at sea with
retaliatory  deployments

d engagements, disrup-
tion of critical international
water ways, hikes in ins

1 was destroyed

beat to b Hlown up." The revelation forced his res-
ignation and exposed the fragility of India's official
narrative. Similar patterns have emerged
Uri attack and the 2019 Pulwama-Balakot episod

2
cos g through

Tndv:m Oceun accounts for
over one-third of the
world's bulk cargo traffic
and  two-thirds  of the
world's oil shipments and
ensures global access to
food, precious metals, and
energy resources. any crisis
in this theater would not
remain localized.

While  Pakistan  has
maintained strategic
restraint, it remains vigilant
against provocations
designed (o elicit overreac-
tion. At sea and in Creeks,
Pakistan Navy u)nunuc\ m
adopts a strategy of "
fist in a velvet glove", oot
ed in defensive deterrence
that ensures a ubiquitous
operational readiness yet
avoids an India style provo-
cation. The posturing radi-
ates clarity that any mar-
itime misadventure could
set_off an uncontrollable
chain of events,
ing not only bilat -
ity but the economic life-
lines of the broader region.

Pakistan has seen this
script before, and it has
acted responsibly to pre-
vent escalation.  Should
another engineered mcldenl
occur, the ensuing escala-
tion would be beyond any-
one's control, with cons

ences  extending  far
beyond South Asia. India's
leadership must recognize
that strategic credibility is
built on responsibility, not
theatrics, To  endanger
regional stability and the
lives and livelihoods of
millions  for electoral
advantage would be an
error of judgment with far-
reaching  implications.
Peace in the Indian Ocean
is too vital, and the stakes
100 high, to be held hostage
to political opportunism.
The specter of a false flag
operation. enabled by coer-
cive intelligence practices
(oxygen), political thetoric
(heat), and large-scale exer-
cises (fuel) reflect a fire tri-
angle ripe for an explosion
which demands  serious
attention from regional and
global stakeholders.




